
MAHARASIITRA ACT No. XXXIV OF 1964, 1

[ THE MAHARASHTRA FELLING OF TREES (REGULATION) ACT, 1964]

(Received the assent of the Governor on the 4th September 1964,' assent first
published in the Maharashtra Government Gazette, Part-IV.

on the 7th September 1964.)

Amended by Mah. 31 of 1967.
Amended by Mah. 19 of 1969.

Amended by Mah. 17 of 1987.
Amended by Mah. 26 of 1989.

An Act to make better provision for regulating the felling of certain trees
in the State of Maharashtra, for the purpose of the

preservation thereof.

WHEREAS, it is expedient to make better provision for regulating the felling of
certain trees in the State of Maharashtra, for the purpose of the preservation
thereof, and for the protection of the soil against erosion and to provide for
matters connected therewith; It is hereby enacted in the Fifteenth Year of the
Republic of India as follows, namely ;-

1. (1) This Act may be called the Maharashtra Felling of Trees (Regulation) Shorttitle
Act; 1964. andextent.

.(2) It extends to the whole of the State of Maharashtra but excluding an
urban area. . .

XVI
of

1927.

2. In this Act,. unless the context otherwise requires,-
2[(a) "Code" means the Maharashtra Land Revenue Code, 1966;]
2[(b)]"Collector" includes a Revenue Officer appointed by the State Government

to exercise the powers and perform the functions of the Collector under this Act;
2[(c)]"Forest-Officer" means a Forest Officer within the meaning of the Indian

Forest Act, 1927;
3[ .

Definitions,
Mah.

XLI of
1966.

* '" *

* * *]
(d~ "Revenue Officer" means a Revenue Officer within the me~llljng of the

"[Code];
(e) "to fell a tree" includes burning or cutting or lopping a tree, to cause

substantial damage or destruction thereto; .

(f) "tree" mans any tree specified in the Schedule; and the State Government
may, by notification in the O,fficialGazette, and to or mocHfythe Schedule, after
considering tbe necessity for the protection of any variety of trees; and the
provisions of sub-section (2) of section 15 in so far as they relate to laying before,
and modific~tion by the State LegislatUl:e shall apply in relation to such
notification as they apply in relation to any rule made under tll.at section;

.. 5[(ff) "Tree Officer" means a 'Forest Office!' not below the rank of a Range
Forest Officer;]

*

1 For Statement of Objects and Reasons. See Maharashtra Government Gazette, 1964. Part-Y,
P.197,

BClauses (a) and (b) were re-Iettered as clauses (b) and (c) and before cJause( b) as so fe-lettered
clause (a) was inserted by Mah, 17 of 1987.8. 2( a,),

3 Existing clause (c) was deleted, ibid, s. 2 ( b).
. This word was substituted for the words "rei avant Code"ibid., s:2( c).
5 Clause (if) was inserted by Mah. 26 of 1989 ibid., s. 2.
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(g) "urban area'"' means the area within the limits of a municipality, Municipal
Corporation, Municipal Committee, Town Committee, or notified area committee
or Cantonment constituted under any lawfor the time being in force; and includes
a local area which is specified by the State Government in the Official Gazf:tte,
being an area which has a population of not less than five thousand and has not
less than three-fourths of male workers engaged in non-agricultural pursuitsj

(h) words and expressions used but not defined in this Act shall have the meanings,
respectively, assigned to them in the l[Code.]

Restriction 3. (1) Notwithstanding any custom, usage, or law for the time being in force,
onfellingor the decree or order of a Court, or anything contained in any instrument to the
0 trees.contrary, no person shall fell any tree or cause such tree to be felled hi any land,

whethet of his ownership or otherwise, except with the previous permission in
writing of a 2ffreeOfficer] duly empowered by the State Government in
that behalf . 3* '" * *

'[(IA) If any person wishes to fell a tree, he shall apply in writing to the 5[free
Officer] empowered under sub-section (1) for permission in that behalf~

(1B) The 5ffree Officer] on receipt of an application-
(a) shall acknowledge the application within seven days;
(b) may, after due enquiry, either grant or refuse the permission, applied for

in accordance with the provisions of rules made under section 15 :

Provided that, no such permission shall be refused if the tree is dead, diseased
or windfallen, or if it has silviculturally matured, G[orif it constitutes obstruction
to traffic, or if it is substantially damaged or destroyed byfite, lightning, rain, or
other natural causes,] or if it constitutes an obstruction to efficient cultivation:

'(provided further that such permission shall be granted subject to the condition
that the applicant shall plant equal number of trees of the same or any other
species as the Tree Officer may direct on the same site or other suitable
place in the vicinity in the ensuing planting season;j

(J C) If the s[Tree Officer] fails to inform that applicant of his decision within
8[sixty days] from the date of acknowledgement of the application, or from the
date of receipt of the application, if the application is not acknowledged, the
permission applied for shall be deemed to have been granted.]

(2) Any person aggrieved by an order of the 5[Tree Officer] refusing to grant
permission under 9[sub-section (1B) may, within thirty days of the rect;,ipt of such
order, appeal to the Collector. Subject to such rules of procedure as may be
prescribed, the Collector may, after giving'such person a reasonable opportunity of
being heard, pass such order on the appeal as he thinks just and proper.

1 This word was substituted for the words "relevant Code" by Mah. 17 of 1987, s. 2( d).
2 These words were substituted for the words "Revenue Officer not below the rank of a Deputy

Collector" by Mah. 26 of 1989, s. 3 (a). .
8 Theportionbeginningwiththe words"and in accordancewith the Provisionsof rules"and

ending with the words "or if it constitutes an obstruction to efficient cultivation" was deletedby
Mall.31 of 1967,s. 2 (a). .

C Oauses (JA) to (JC) were inserted, ibid.. s. 2 ( b). "
5 These words were substituted for words "Revenue Officer" by Mah. 26 of 1989, s. 3 (b), (~) (i),

(d)(i) and (eHi) respectively. .

. These words were inserted, ibid, s. 3 (c) (ii). .

7 The proviso was added, ibid, s. 3 (c) (ill).
8 These words were substituted for the words "ninety da)'S", ibid, s. 3(d) (ii).
8 These words, brackets, figuresand letters were substituted for the words, brackets and figures

"sub-section (1)", ibid, s. 3(e) (ii).




